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DELIVERED. IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, MARCH 13, 1862. 

Tb& Senate having under eonsideration, as in Committee of the Whole, the joint r®eo- 
iution (S. No.,G4) expressive of the thanks of Congress to Captain A. H. Foote, of the 
TJnittd States Navy, and to the officers and men under' his command in the weJstem 
flotilla, Mr. GRIMES .said : ' ' ' 

Jilr. Peesident: I conceive it to be my dniyt, and it certainly is Ji great plesr 
sure to me, to call tbe special attention of the Senate to the. aohie\^ement3 of the 
newly-created naval fiotiliaon our western waters, arid td the gallant part born^ 
by its officers alid men against armed rebela iu Kentucky and Tennessee. 
Surely no one could more properly be jproud of the deeds of lour Army in that 
quarter than.' a Senator from Iowa; Yet, I know; that whateyer adds to ;thft 

. glory cf our Navyah the recent conflicts in the West, adds also to the glory of 
the Army, and that the two branches of .the service, have beemaud ar« so conr 
joined that no rivalry ought to exist between them, eixsept a ivirtuous. emulation 
in the' performance of patriotic doty. No examples can be found in .the histdry 
of any country of more important results^ attained in. ati . equal time, in an un- 
tried field of naval enterprise, than those we have lately, witnessed on the Ohio, 
Mississippi, Tennessee, and pumberland rivers; and; I le^l assured that the suc- 
cesses which have thus far been achieved, will be surpassed by thei same forces 
whenever they, can find an enemy with whom to cope between Cairo and New 
Orleans. . , ■ , ■■^■y ' : 

• On the 16th day of May lastj Commander John Rodgera; was ordered by t]ie 
Secretary of the Navy to proceed to Cincinnati, and to purchase or comnfiems^ 
the construction of several gunboats for serv^ice on the western rivers. Und^T 

/ bis auspices the three boats, Taylor, Lexington, and Oonestoga, were, purchased 
and fitted up for war purposes.. They were put in coiumission, and reached 
Ciairo, afiet some delay arising from the low stage of water in the Ohio^riverj on 
the i 2 th of August, Commander -Kodgers taking charge of the Taylor, and 
assigning Commander Stembel to the Le":jQgton, and LieixtenMt Phelps to the 
Conestoga. The Taylor carried seven guns, of large calibre, thQ'Lexingtoa ei?:, 
and the Conestoga four. Here was the beginning of the western flotilla. We 
sir remember tl^e unfavorable (Criticisms indulged in when/ these three jSterar 
wheel steamers, -vith oak casings, arrived at that military post. Some said 
they would be sl'.aken to pieces by tb'^ recoil of their otv'n gutis ;. others thfet 
they -would be apetjcliiy. sunk by' the ; shor j gunsi of th'e. rebels ; while not a, fe:w 
were alarmed by visions of fiollins's ram butting thbm to pieces with impuoity. 
From the day they reached their d&^tination to . the present no.rebe.l craft bae 
shown ftself ten miles above Columbus, and no rebel force, of .ftwy desoriptjion, 
has harbored on the two rivers in a proximity which could be deemed p^Mtf 



eniDg to their aavigatiou, or to t)he two cities of St. Loiiis and Galvn, A few 
experitnental trips dispelled all doubts of their efficiency ; and whoa the people 
became assured that they would do the work they were intended for, all fears 
of a, rebel incursion into any of the northwestern States, other than Missouri^ 
■were also dispelled. A band of Jefferson I'hompson's robbers did, indeed, make 
a demonstration of crossing the Mississippi river, in August last, from the town 
of Commerce, Missouri ; but. at the first intimation that cL<^ gunboats were 
coming,, they fled, with what booty they could lay their hands on^ pillaged im- 
partjally, from frien-ds and ^oes 0!> the Missouri' shore. The:; boon of security to- 
tfee'poople of the northwestern Stutes is a debt due, in no small degree, to those 
tvooden gunboats; for, however numerous and brave our armies, it would have 
been impossible, with them alone, to have guarded all points on our river line. 
Thus, our people were not only protected from danger of invasion, but they 
were enabled to give all their time and energies to preparations for those offen- 
sive fnoWnd^tiis iVhich have reciaitned so much important tet-ritory from the 
domination of the enemy. 

Oh tlie 23d of September, Gomihander Rodgers was detached from service 
in the "We8t,; RnS Gaptai'i A«H. Poote was ordered to take command as flag: 
ofiicer, Since that . time the following boat§, with icon-dad bows, have b^en 
built or prepared for service, and added to the flotilla under his command ; 
St, Louis, thirteen guns, Lieutenant Paulding; Oarondelet, thirteen guns, Com- 
roan,def Wall:e; Pittsburg; thirteen guns, Lieutenant Thompson; Louisville, 
thirteen guns, Ocimina/nder Dove ; Cincinnati, thirteen guns. Commander Stem- 
bel ; Essex, five gun^, Commander Porter ; Mound City, thirteen guns. 

Th« first eagageraent of the g^unboats with the enemy took place on the 9th 
of September, at Lueas'^s Bend,, in the Mississippi river, a short distance above^ 
and in fall view X)f, the rebel stronghold at Golumbup. In that engagement the 
Lexington, ' Commander Steihbel, ahd^the Gonestoga, Lieutenant Phelps, ai* 
leneed two shore batfeerres,' dispersed a large body of rebel cavalry, and so dia-r 
abled 'the rebel gunboat Yankee that she has not been heard of since. 

On the 20th of October, the Gonestoga, Lieutenant Phelps, proceeded, with 
thifee companies of Illinois volunteers, sixty -two miles up (the Tennessee river 
to Bdtlyville, Eentnckv, where they jointly attacked and routed a rebel encamp' 
men t,; bringing away their horses, arms, oariip equipage, and negro slaves. 

There eoulid' hardly haye been ^n occasion..where the presence of an eiScient 
niavafl sttppott was more necessary than at the battle of Beltaiont, fought on the 
1th. day of November last; and there has been no conflict during the war whete 
tliis support, when fi.tiall'y tailed into requisitiouj was more effectively and bp- 
pottutf^rly^renderedj !;Nc>1Ihing but the well directed fire of grape and cauiatet 
irom' Ibe-guttS' of the Taylor and Lexington saved our land forces from being" 
utterly ^eut to piec^SiS whilis' letirisg on board their transports. Every effort of 
the en^nijc - to bring his artillery to bear dii our columna was defeated by the 
Btorrto'&f 'iroti which assailed him from the boat's.. His pieces were dismounted 
atid hia'horses and- mjSiiiflWept dbv?n as fast^as they were placed in position. 

A gN^t 3cdl has been said -Abpat the origin of the proposition to take .poSt 
8t^i<>n"of ! the Tetines^e rivet. The credit of OTginating, :the idea .of a canir 
'|)¥igh- iii-'iliat dkectioih has: been claimed- first foi: one aiid then for another 
itiiUlut^ 'eommahdev.' I desire ^that impartial' jdstiee liiay be done to eveiiy 
m&n'jAnd acting v[^n i^fe intention to do justice,' I must be. permitted to saiy, 
%hat so'fer I'(Jj?in "tearn, the ptojeot of 'tutiniog: the' eneniy's flanks' by pen^r 
trating'the Tdhnisa^e atidCu'mberk^ ^)H^T\ated with Commodore Footer 

•The'gfSkVtifeSf 6f W4ter inithbse rivers wms ptHjvidebtial, and witb the quiek>ey« 
•dfinSHtkry 'genius sa^ at' once the-adrantage thati it might secure to'.oiir 
-ii'tEfsT General .Hal'leck,'at St.il(0«i&,i.the fol lowing.' a ia^ 



C^oneral Grant ^ni mysslf am of opinion that Fort Henry and ths Teuwessee river can be caj'^ied y/itli 
Sfonr iron-clad Kcaboata and troops, and be permanently occupied. Have we your, authority tp movei for 
ilhat purpose when ready? 

. , A. H. FOOTE. 

To tliis dispatch no reply was vouclisafed, but an order was subsequently sent 
to General Grant to proceed up the Tennessee river with bis troops under oonr 
voy of the armed flotilla, and attack. Fort Henry, directing General Grant to 
show to Commodore Foote his: orders to this effect. Goinmodore Fdote was at 
once ready for the expedition, and advised the Department to that effectj.iu the 
following dispatch: ' 

United States Gunboat CONESToiin., ^ 
Paduoah, February 8, 1862. 

Sir: I have the lionor to Inform- you that I left Cairo yesterday with this veasel, having ordered the ar' 
mored gunboats Essex, Carondelet, Cincinnati, and St. Louis to precede me to PaducaU, and arrived 
here last evening; • ; . 

. To-day I purpose ascending the Tennessee river with the four new armored boats and the old gunboats 
Taylor, Conestoga, and Lexington, in convoy of the troops under General Grant, for tije purpose of con- 
jointly attacking and occupying Fort Henry und the railroad bridge <>onectingBov/llng Green with Colunv 
bus. The tK'nspor's have not yet arrived, although expected last night from Cairo, which causes detenr 
tion, wliile lu tne inean iime, unfortunately, the river is falling. I am rendy with the seven gunboats 
to act offensively wheneve* tht^ Army is iu condition to advance, and have every.ooiijfldenco, under God, 
that we shall be 6,ble to si^nce the guns at Fori Henry and its surroundings, notwithstanding I have been 
obliged, for want of men, to' take from the five boats remaining at Cairo all .the men except a aufiactent 
jiumber to man one gunboat for the protection of that important post. 

I have left commander Kitly, as senior officer, in charge of the guns and mortar boats at Cairo, ordering 
him, with ihe assistance of Fleet Captain Pennoek, to use every efTart in obtaiaiug men and forwarding 
the early equipment of the mortar boats.* It is peculiarly unfortunate that we have not been able to ol? 
tain men for the flotilla, as they only are wanting to enable me t ^ have, at this moment, eleven full-man- 
ned, Instead of seven partially-manned gunboats ready for eificient operations 4it any point. The volun- 
teers from the Army to go in the gunboats exceed the number of men required; but the derangement of 
companies and regiments in permitting tlieu\ to leave, is the reason assigned for not more than flfty of 
Ihe nnmber having been thus far trflinsfejTed to the flotilla.. . , j 

I (enclose a copy ofmy ordetsto the commanders of the giinbo4ts».iji, aatictpwon of the .att,aek on Fort 
Henry ; also a copy of orders to Lieutenant Commanding, Phelps, .who w^iU have more especljil charije of 
the old gunboats, and operate in a less exposed position than the armored boats. 

I have the lienor to be, very Vespectfnlly, your obedient servant, 

A. H. FOOTE, Flag Qfllcer, 
Commanding Naval Forces on the Weaurn Waters. 

Hon. Gideon Wbllhs, 

Secretary of the Nany, Wanhingtpn, D. C. 

P. S.— Several transports with troop's have just arrived. A. H. P. 

I proceed up the Tennessee early in the morning, and wilUhero make the Cincinnati my flag ship. 

A.H.P. 

, On the precedibg day he h^d issued this foUdwing ord'er to ti^uteuant 

Phelps : • i 

[Special Orders, No. &5 , , . 

Di»trs» : States GtTKBOAT TiTi/>a, . 

Padfoah, February^ 3, 1869. 

Iiieutehant Commanding Phelps will, as soon as the fort sWall have snVrSndered, and upon signai fr'pm 
t^i,e flag ship, proceed with the Coneatoga, Taylor, and Lexington, up the river t9..where the railroad 
pridfte crosses, and If the army shall not already have got, possession, he will destroy so iiiuch of pio 
track as will entirely prevent its use by the rebels. 

Ho will then proceed as far up th? rlyer a? the stage of the. water wUl admit, und capture the enepiy'3 
gunboats and other vessels whiw might pyove available to the enemy. 

£k.n.tO^'£% Flag Officer, 
ComrmndlngyNaval Fprce$oniK6 Wmterii Waiers, 

The fleet, consistirg of the iron-clad boats Esse;c, Carondelet, Cincinnati, and 
St. Louis, and the three wooden boats Taylor, Lexington, and Conestoga pror 
ceeded to Fort Henry and reduced it in one hour and twenty minutes, Corni 
modore Foote being, as is his wont, in the fore front of the battle. It appears 
from the order to Lieutenant Phelps, (which that gallant oflScer promptly execu- 
ted,) that; Commodore Foote knew before leaving Paducah th^t he should take 
Fort Henry, no matter what might be the force or the resistance he should meet 
there. He was thoroughly inspired wlCli the great idea of victory. The con- 
tingency of failure did not enter into his calculations. He, therefore, add^.esged 
himself to plana for reaping the fruits of victory^ rather' than to planb for re- 
pairing the consequeniies of defeat. It will be ob^er5r,6d froiin the'foregoiQg:.let-' 
ter to the S.-cretary of the Navy, written before the Battle of Fort Heiiry/ that 



4 



the- efileieacy of the flotilla was mucli impaired by the want of seamen, or by 
a neglect iu sonie quarter to have those transferred from the- military service 
who had been selected for that purpose. 

After ryiicitig Fort Henry and sweeping the Tennessee river as far up as 
Florence, Alabama, Commodore Foote returned to Cniro to prepare the mortar 
boats for operations against Fort Donelson. Ho was aware of the formidable 
character of the rebel works at Donelson, aad he desired a delay of a few days 
to complete the mortar boats, by which, he believed the garrison, however ek- 
tensive, could, be shelled out without much loss of life on our side. General 
Halleck believed an immediate attack to be a military necessity. In this, I 
doubt not, he was right, and I only refer to it to show that the crippled condi- 
tion of the fleet and the heavy loss of life on our side are nOt to be attributed 
to Tashness or bad management on the part of the flag officer. Of the gallant 
attack on Fort Donelson no one need be reminded. Subjected, as our vessels 
were7to a long-continued and hot fire from thiee rebel batteries at four hundred 
yards' distance, they continued the fight for one hour and thirty minutes, and 
n.ot until the wheel of one and the tiller ropes of another of his boats were shot 
away did the well-managed guns of the Commodore cease to scatter death and 
constisrnation among the foes of his country. Although "wounded himself, and 
his gunboats crippled, yet with the glory of the gallant combat on his brow, he 
indulged in no repinings for his personal misfortunes or laudation of his suc- 
cesses ; but, like a true Christian hero, he thouglit only of his men. In a letter 
written the morning'after the battle to a friend, he said : 

"■^VhSTe I hope ever to rely oa Him who' cbntrol8 all things, iand to say from the heart, 'Not unto us, but 
unto Tbee, O Lord, belongs the glory,' yet I feel, Badly at the result of our attack on Fort Donelson. TO 
see the brave oiBcers and mein who say they will go wherever I lead them fall by my side, makes me ftel 
sad to lead them to alnlcsfcertain death." 

But he obeyed what was believed to be. the military necessity of the eitua" 
tion. 

The Senator from Massachusetts nearest me (Mr. Wilson) has, this morning, 
kiadly furnished me a letter from a tr.ustworthy friend of his who has from the 
beginning, been with the army of the West, from which" I am permitted to read 
the following extracts ; 

" When Fort Henry surrendered, the gate was Opened by which the rebellion will be finally and utterly 
crashed. In a few days Commodore Foole will open the Mississippi, i>rovided he is not hampered, and 
also provided he is properly supported by Government He ias done a great work for his country — a work 
which, I am sorry to aay, has not been properly appreciated. He has Improvised a navy with almost insur- 
mountable obstacles against him. I see H stated !n the papers that the gunboats did but little service at • 
Donelson, which is a monstrous mistake. They silenced nearly all the enemy's guns, and had not the 
wheel of one boat and the tiller ropes of another been shot away, in flfteen minutes more tlie l)alterie8 
would have been flanked and theenture rebel army exposed to tjie broadsides of the fleet,. He would 
have mowed them down like grass." * * * * * * « 

As it was, he made the work of the army in the fight of Sa'urday much easier than it otherwise would 
have been. Several of the Mississippi officers (prisoners) informed me that the shells of the gunboata had 
a demoralizing efiect upon their men. The Memphis Appeal says it dispirited them." ♦ * * * 
" 1 have had a fair opportunity to observe the operations of both army «nd navy, and 1 can say with iem- 
phaais.that there are no more self-denying, patriotic, hard-working, faithful men than the flag ofScer and 
his captains, Stembel, Pennock, Phelps, and others." * » * • " I make Uieso statements 
from my own aerise of justice and honor, and not from any man's prompting or requesl.'' 

The next movement of Commodore Foote, with his flotilla, was to take pos- 
session of CI arksviile, where he arrived on the 19th day of February, and issued 
Ms proclamation to the inhabitants three days before the arrival of the land 
forces, though that fact for some unexplained cause, nowhere appears in the offi- 
cial reports of the military commander of the department. 

On the 21st of Februaiy, 1862, Commodore Foote telegraphed to General 
Culium,, the chief of Genera! Halleck'^staf}", then at Cairo as follows : 

, PAD0CAH, J'cJnwirii/ 2!, 1863. 

General CmtuM, Cairo : 

General Grant and myBelf consider this a good time to move on Nashville : six mortar boats and two 
itt ■i-.-claii steamers can precede the troops and shell the forte. We were about moving for this purpose 
when General Grant, to my aato'nishracnt, received a telegram from General Halleck, "not to ?et tho 
gnnTjoats go higher than Clarksvllle ;" no telegram sent to me. T 



The .Cumberland ia ia a good stage of water,' uud General Grant and I believe thiit v/e eaa tajce i^aeii- 
7lile, 'PleuBe ask General Halleck if we shall do it. We will talk per telegraph— Captain Phelps repre- 
centiug me in the office, as 1 am otlli on cratches. ' A. H. FOOTE, Mag Officer. 

It may be that there was some great military reason why General Grant was 
directed "not to let the gunboats go higher than Clavksville," bv.t up to this 
time it is wholly unappreciable by the public. Had they been permitted to go, 
as was proposed by Commodore Foote. Nashville would , uudoubtedly have 
capitulated some days earlier than .it 'did, auH an immense amount of ?eb,8l 
stores been captured, which were destroyed or removed before the army reached 
there, the value of which has been estimated at $2,000,000, and he would 
probably have intercepted a part of the rebel General Johnston's army. 

I ought not to omit to mention the gallant attack by a part of the western 
flotilla, under Lieutenant Gwin, upon the enemy at Pittsburg on the Tennessee 
river, where fifteen hundred rebel infantry and cavalry were completely rci.ted, 
with a loss of twenty killed and one hundred wounded. 

Tbe next fact of importance in the campaign at the West, and indeed the 
most important of all was the evacuation of Columbus. Why was this strong- 
hold, which cost so much labor and money, abandoned without firing a shot? 
It is not for me to underrate the advantages of position secured by the valor 
of our troops at Fort Donelson ; yet I undertake to say, from the knowledge I 
have been able to obtain of the defenses at Columbus, that there was nothing 
in the mere fact of the capture of Donelson and Nashville, and exclusive of our 
command of the river, which need have caused the evacuation, except after a 
long and bloody siege. From the letter of a correspondent writing on the spot, 
I obtain the information that the forts at Columbus — . , '. 

" Were so located and constructed as to be almost impregnable to an assault by storm. The captore 
of one by no means involved the capture of the balance. A fresh assault must be made in each instance. 
At the main fort, and many of the earth works, stockades crossed the trenches, exposing the assaulting 
pai'ty to a storm of bullets from riflemen firing through loop holes. Every ravine and ditch was thoroushly 
protected, and the various approaches of the river commanded for a long distance in every direction. It is 
■ enfflcient to say, that an unusually strong natural position was seized upon, and so improved by rare en- 
gineering skill, that the equal of the Columbus fortlOcations, in extent and perfection of detailed combined) 
can hardly be found In the United States." 

Another correspondent, describing the fortifications after the evacuation, say's, : 

" The fortifications were strong— perhaps stronger than any others in the South— but they were injudi- 
ciously constructed, and could not have stood an hour's bombardment by the gunboats «.nd mortar fleet; 
The water b.ittery stood out ' i snch relief from the bluif that a well directed mortar sheU would have 
burled it under a hundred tons of earth from above. There were no casemates to protect the artillery from 
the galling fire of seven gunboats ; and how long could men, unsheltered, have stood a continuous hail 
from twenty-one guns, throwing eight-inch sheM 

It is well understood that Commodore Foote was opposed to giving the rebels 
an opportunity to leave Columbus. He felt sure of.his ability, with his gun 
and mortar boats, to shell them into a speedy surrender, but was compelled to 
give way to the counsels of military commanders. 

When we couple tbe strategic positibri acquired by our occupation of the 
Tennessee and Cumberland rivers with the completion of the mortar boats and 
the absolute"command of the river given us by the armored guuboats, there 
remains no mystery about the evacuation of Oolurabus. The two arms of the 
public service aie equally entitled to the credit of frightening the rebels from 
their strongest position ou the Mississippi river, if not the strongest ia their 
whole military jurisdiction. 

Yesterday the intelligence reached us that the western flotilla, composed of 
ten gunboats and ten mortar boats had started fjr new scenes of conflict and to 
achieve, I doubt not, new and yet greater triumphs. The country is assured 
'that whatever can be accomplished by gallantry and nautical experience will be 
performed by Commodore Foote $nd the brave officers and men under his com- 
mand. We await the announcement of new victories. 

I have thought it proper, Mr. President, as a weatera Senator, iu some degree 
charged with the examination of naval affairs by this body, to bear this testi- 



:ui05i:y to ihe %"?ortli of tnat braue'h.oF l;be pul)1ic aei'viee ip tlie vyeatei'n corapaigh, 
and 'to the nohh daeds of tlie fl?> ofecer in that CQmmnnd. No oae can over- 
estimate their services to the country, and to the Northwest in particular; and 
in the name of that great section and of the whole country I thank them one 
and all, officers and men 

But I would avail myself of this occasion to accomplish another purpose. I 
am anxious that the people of this entire country may feel that the exploits of 
the "Navy wherevei* performed are Cnerc exploits, that its glory is their glory, 
aud that while they are taxing themselves to support it, they are sui)porling the 
right arm of the national defence. I desire the citizen- of the most remote 
froati^jr to feel that lie is equally protected and equally honored by the brave 
deeds of our naval officers with the citizen of the A.tlantic coast. I v/ish the 
meia of Iowa and Minnesota to know that they are as effectually defended in 
their liberties at home and in their honor abroad, by the achievements of Du 
Pont and Goldsborough and Striugham and Poote on the water, as they can 
be by any victories won by our armies on the land. 

Mr. President, ours must be a great maritime nation. Heaven has ordained' 
that it should be such, and we could not nialje it otherwise if we would. We 
have s coast, both on the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, which, with its numerous 
indentations, is many thousand miles in extent, occupied by a hardy, nautical 
population, and flanked on either side by soils and climates that furnish the 
most valuable productions of the globe, and which must be supplied to other 
Hations. Oq the north we have a succession of great lakes already bearing 
upon their bosoms a xegisterfd commercial tonnage of nearly half a million, 
and navigated by a race of daring, iudustrious, northern seamen. Unlike any 
other maritime nation, ours is traversed by navigable riv<irs, thousands of milies 
ih length, floating an inland comniierce unequaled by that of any country in the 
world, except, possibly, that of China, and capable of navigation by armed ves- 
sel's oT great capacity. With a countiy of such extent, a soil and climate fur- 
aishing such productions, and a population along our ocean, gulf, bay, lake, and 
river coasts, accustomed to navigation, who does not see that ours must, from 
the very necessities "cf our geograjihical position, and the conformation of our 
continent, becoiue a great commercial people? Our products must be borne to 
remote nations in our own ships, navigated by our own seamen, and protected 
wherever they go by our own veaaelg of war. 

I know not with whom originated the plirase " the Navy i& the right arm of 
the public defence ;" but I know that a truer sentiment was never uttered. In 
my opinion it will alway&be in this country the most efiicient and far the least 
dangerous arm of the public service by which' to maintain the national integ- 
rity and defend the national honor. Eistoiy teaiches us that every nation that 
has depended upon a navy for protection has been comparatively free by the 
side of those which placed their rehance upon armies. I need nof. go back 
to antiquity to prove this. I point to Holland and England* in modem 
times. The former, while she continued to be the greatest naval Power on 
earth, was the freest Government on earth, aiid only began to be shorn of her 
iibenies atid of her territory when she neglected to maifttain her fleets. Eng- 
land, the mpst liberal of all Governmeuts save our own, h in no email degi'e^ 
indebted for her present position to the fact that she maintains only a small 
fltilitary force in the British islands, and relies upon her wooden walls as a means 
hi attack and defence. She puts no faith in large stawdihg arrriies, and will not 
tti&til her people shall be prepared to surrender their freedom. With her garri- 
BODed possessions encircling t1ie globe^ her entire military establishment does ncti 
exceed one hundred and t^i^ent^ thousand men. Prance; Austria, Russia, Prussia 
maintain large standing armies on their soil; and in those. countries the iibevty 
of the people is measured' by the will of the sovereiga. The freedom they en- 



Joy is tliQ gratuity of e-fflperors and Mnga ; the sei'vitude they eddurs is Giifoi'c jcl 
by the presence of Standiag armies.. 

1 do not believe that anybody but the public enemy i Has liiid anything to tear 
from the numerous and well-appointed armies we have raised ; yet uo one of 
us ifi prepared to ay that, with an army much longer isoltited from hoaie acenea 
and home ideas, concentrated in large bodies, and taught the duty of implicit 
obed''-3nce to their superiora, danger to our free institutions might not ariee. ■ Ho 
such danger can arise from the existence of navy, however large, or however 
commaniled. Seamea are cosmopolitans. Always employed, and generally 
afloat, they never become, aa armies sometimes do, as dangerous to fiiends in 
time of peace as to euemies in time of war. 

' I migl.it go on and show that, situated as all of our large cities are, upon 
arms of the sea or upon navigable rivers, the Navy might be made more effi- 
cient in suppressing domestic insurrections, as well as in repelling foreign iava- 
sion, than the Army^ I might show, too., that, notwithstanding much that has 
been said by professed statisticians, the support of a navy is less expensive, ia 
aomparition with the service it renders to a maritime nati<^D, than that of an 
army. But I shall not detain the Senate by attempting to enter upon such an 
exposition at this time. 

As I said at the outset,. Mr. President, my purpose in rising to address the 
Senate at this time was to call the attention of the country to the suceesaful 
operations of the western flotilla ; but I cannot refrain from alluding, for one mo- 
ment, before I close, to the successes of our Navy elsewhere in this war. The 
whole southeastern Atlantic coast has been swept by the fleet of the gallant 
DupoJit, and is now efi"ectually held by both an inside and an outside block- 
ade. The eneniy have been driven from the waters of North Carolina by Golds- 
borough, their whole navy in that quarter destroyed, and their corst towns occu- 
pied. Such progress has been made in the Gulf of Mexico, that I venture to 
predict that, in a few days at furthest, intelligence will reach us that the forta 
at the mouth of the Mississippi river have been captured^ and that Farragut 
and Porter are aovi', or soon will be, in possession of New Orleans. But the 
startling events that have recently occurred in Hampton Roads attract, as they 
ought, the attention of all. It would be well for us to reflect upon what those 
events have clearly demonstrated. They are : 

First, thftt in modern naval warfare, wooden sailing vessels are . perfectly 
harmless and helpless. 

Second, that the f-trongest stone fortifications can be no obstruction to the 
entrance of iron^clad vessels-of-war into our harbors; and that one or two such 
vesselt^, uuoppo.-ied by vessels of a similar character, can hold any commercial 
city on the continent at their mercy. 

Thiid, that we can now commence the creation of a proper navy, upon a 
footing of comparative equality with all the naval powers of the world. 

Mr. President, no man sympathizes with the relatives and friends of the gal- 
lant dead who perished on the Congress and Cumberland more deeply than I 
do. Perhaps, however, their loss was necessary to teach us our true path of 
duty t ) till' country. Let us not suflfer more valuable lives to be periled upon 
auch worthless vessels; and while we deplore the loss of so many brave men, 
let us rejoice that so many more are left" to the service who are willing to do 
and die for their country. Especially let us give thanks for the brilliant ex- 
ample of courage, seamanship, and patriotism furnished to the country and to 
the world by that matchless officer Lieutenant John L. Worden, and the officers 
and men under his command on board the Monitor. In that unexampled en- 
gagement of Sunday last, after a terribly suffocating and dangerous passage 
from New York, Vsrithout having s'ept, with an undrilled crew, and handling an 
untried experiment, Lieutenant Worden and his crew performed prodigies of 
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ekiil and yalop. that ■will render all oi| board the Jlcaitor immprtal.; They'will 
be immortal not for their valor alone. Wlid;siir.tl iuiidevtate -to estimate the 
infiueiice: that battle will exert .updn all bf tlie/inaritim^ Powers of the earth ? 
IWhG sball.:\iudertalce to tell the number; of homes to which the news of its suc- 
cesaful result . carried 'quiet .on • that eventful evening-j whibh had been for hours 
disturbed by^, the iBOstJdiatTaeting fefers ? la it too muoli to say that it resetted 
oifr coinmercs and our commercial' ;ci ties froin ravage, and in one hour com- 
pletely revolutiolmzed all systems of -.naval architecture and naval warfare! 
Captain Ericsson, too, may ; \i7ell be proud of the place his name will henceforth 
occupy in the history of nautical fcience, and we onay well be proud that the 
country of our birth is the country pf his adoption. . , 

ButvMr. President, while I would thus 'honor thcgallant living, I would befer 
my: tribute of affectionate resp'cct for the memory of the heroic dead who fell 
in: the engagement in Hampton Rqadsi Let the remernbrance of that brave 
yoUng ofEwry whose obsequies are ho.w being performed in .another part of this 
city,, who, when his vessel was sinking beneath his ; feet, replied to < a summons 
to surrender, ithat hg would never give up theiflag^entrust^d to his keeping;iaud 
the next moment met death' with composure, be cherished; by bis, countrymen; 
The name of Smith, already illustrious in the annals of- the American Nayy; 
win be added to the bright galaxy; of those ^ho -have freely laid ' do Wn their 
liveaat the call of their country. , , ; i r; .•; • ■■ . -'. 

- :Mr, President, the nation.'hasroause.to! bo pro\id!'6f the 'Navy;' let it be.hon^ 
oied and maintained. ■ • • ,; " ' J ■! .; 
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